-, A
L

W', N oyt DU A g o o 'zo,-Mojiaistreet, .

E‘ Human& Envircnmental : = = - Off Toyin Street’-!*ﬁeig;“}ff*j- {
3 e T NS T T : +234(809 8044 617, 803 14) 1

In.ﬁ. Developme_nt Agendancm,ws il e Rl info@hedang.org, wwW.hedang.org

18t August, 2020

Secretary to Govammant.bf 't-he' f_e_ijleration A/
Office of the Secretary to Government. .

Shehu Shagari Comple:_( e x SR TR .
Three Arms Zone R gt T ) N /

Abuja o B e B e e

Dear Sir, ’j" ;

DEMAND FOR THE SUSPESION OF THE NIGERIAN COPYRIGHT COMMISSION
DIRECTOR GENERAL, MR. JOHN ASEIN OHIREIME PENDING CONCLUSION OF 18
- .INVESTIGATION BY CODE OF CONDUCTBUREAU . 2

YV& write concerning the }Elbbyé.'sizbject matter gé_-é"qéh:go{;@mniehtai ofganiz‘éi.-. n :Tana .-- -.

partisan human rights~and deyelopr_irent league with the mandate to. protect‘and’ Promot;

universally recognized Ihumqn‘n'g_nts,.'aécpunfébjlity.and environmentz| justice |- Ni'ge'f?;a
“inca. following internationgl o SR D T e

A3 part of our work as civil soeiet);; organization keen on stre?xgthemng anid ensuring puoi;
awareness and participation, -qur organization devised a means for the : public: .o reach- ou
“rganization directly and.gther jaw, enforcemept agencies indirectly by .availing' e public the.*
Privilege to blow: the whistle dfi cases ralafed o Corrupien-and hiuman rights violatior { i L
oli-free line ' BT TGt e At ‘ o -
vVe had received several ancnymous call relaying allegation§ of corfuption, abuss 5f. bifics and-.
/olation of the Constitution against the abave-named public officér: In e light of the report-anc .
the allagations by the anonymeus' callers, we have distiled the foliowing acticrs/zhegation’ |
nitiated against the Dirsctor-Geyieral of the Nigeriain Copyright Commiséjon.as'_fq]!'o- e
1. The collection of femhr_)eratiblp‘ aftér retiramerit, allegations of receiving salary. béfes
January - April 2016 after retifing -in December 2015 which is. Contrary o the Cody of
Conduct for Public Officers -and the -Public Servicé Rules. Attached to this letter &+
paymentslips, - - *, -7 - horip, SRR TS i fi

2. Whilst being*a director.at the, Nigerian Copyright Commission -he served as. gidirector &*, -
the Books and Gavel private "Company Limited by . Shares. "Attached ‘are h
Ncorporation documents of the private company. .. r L Sogie <

3. Also. the allegatign of receiving salary. from a-_' publig Qfﬁ'c-:t;"éﬁq_]‘igildij‘g -fr";c:f'_::l-r:-s'lli"i:j'l::... 2

Executive - Director of -the Repraduttion Rights Society of Ngeria: (REPRON!:;;j 3
Collective Management “Orgahisation (CMO)- regulated’ by the Nigeran Copyngt
Commission. Attached¢areb,a,ﬁkstaternents_of account showithg receipt of satary. « - .
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DIRECTORS: Prof. (Mrs) Ayo Atsenita, Dr.(Mrs) Abipla Akioce-Afolabs, M. Olawale Fapohunda,
Barr. Nurudeen Qgbara, Mr. Kunie Adedoke, Mr. Suraju Olgnréwaju, Mr: Arigbabu Sulaimon
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It is on the basis of 'the% above that our organization 'w['otg to .the.ééde"l"of Conduct Burséau |

letter dated 8 June 2020 demanding “the investigation ' of the above relayed alisgation:

Enclosed is the petition to the Code of Génduct Bureau for ease of understanding. L i =

-

Our positions are that the-above. allegations run afoul of the Code of Conducts for Pusli

officers, Part 1, of the-fifth scheduile in the.1999 Consitution of the Feceral Republi¢ of Nrgeri:
(As Altered), Section 1 of the,Code states that a public officer shall not put himself,in a positior

where his interest conflicts with his duties and responsibilities. Section 2 of the Code’ stafes thz.

without prejudice to the generality ,of the foregoing paragraph, a public officer shall not rece:v

or be paid the emoluments of-any public office at the same tige as he- ceceives or is pad 1. °
emoluments of any other puplic officé.. Alsg; Section jIO-oﬁ'_the__Cd_qe -states that public’ officer,
shall not be a member of,-helong to’ 6r take part in any- society the membership of which i r

Incompatible with the functions or dignity of his office. v e g
; DHET Mot e 5 3
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The allegations levelled aga_ihst the Direstof_GenéraI"of' th_é.Nigéi'iénl _Copyrigipt Gom'mis‘ss'ir'.;-‘ jis

such within the definition. of Serioug Miéobnduc,t as defined in” the 'Federal Governifient Liy

Service Rules, approved under signature, in Rule 030401 which .daﬂnés Serious misconduct as _ b
4 spscific act of very serious ‘wrongdoing and improper behaviogr which is inimical {o the imag-

of the service' and' which cah-be |
Chapter 3, Section 4, 030402 (a-w) also enumerates acts-that constitute serious misconguct
The allegations to.be tried-by the Code of Conduct Tribunal if indicted, is such that carty sors
weight and, in the circumstance, to aid e speedy and smooth adjudication of -th;e prcjsectitim

we demand that in the bestinterest of iustice; the- Director General be suspended. R O

. The fact that the Buredu has commenced investigation doss not afféct-the disciplinary acti +.

- be taken aganst the Birector Gereral as stated in Rule 030471 which states that nothing s

prevent disciplinary action being takgn or continued against -an -officer whether or-toi- /-

Criminal proceedings have héen institutedt wfrh.réspgct.tp such a’person in any ceurt of law ir

Nigeria or elsewhere or are{',ébouz"to'pe in.s?ﬁfuz‘eq or are ebntemplatsd, Summarily, we virite’ #i-
‘etter to demand your office to take .immediate and urgent disciplinary action against the Difector

camying out histher qfutie_s;_ and. bending investigation -into the ,jnisconduci‘ the Federaf Civ/'

rule be visited on the Dir_ectbr—_t-}eneral of the Nigerian Copyn’ght Comrﬁis__sfon-.

2. . ' : = . it

e write this petition .to your office” because the Dimtor—Gene'ré[.-'of"me“Niger;iau Capymigt

Commission is a political -appointes: of the' Presiderit, and your office, cgordinates and menitor:

the activities of Ministries and: Government Agencies, especially on the implemerratior; ¢

Government decisions, policies and pfogrammes. Ahd your office also deais with constitutiona

political and econcn‘licﬁma‘_tt_e;rs as may e referred to the, Presicency. ' In essence, . the
e A i i o v " - .

% . .’- . + . )

Investigated and if proven, may lead. (o dismiSyg), : Ao

T.r






i this circumstance, we hereby request that: the Drrector~Gen6Fa'I'-of the 'Nige.r'ian ‘Co;;_yrir;;!' ‘

Commission be Suspended with immediate effect; Our request ._ié;.'r‘bunded on our mandate ¢
promote transparency, -accountability. and. good govermnance to keep the nation sanity and-t
foster the courseof ridding the nation of every form of corruption across 4| levels of

government.

g B
We thank you for yo'urhronﬁtreéﬁbn'ge. o re
Yours faithfully, L g : S _ 19 . o g 8
. i i , v s ¢ s NSt -
Ulanrewaju Suraju R e e ) ‘ ' , SR )
Chairan ¢ A oo e 4N
CcC:
is Excellency, Muhammaiiu Buharj GCFR .
The President, Federal Republic of Nigeria
Aso Villa B oo i
Federal Capital Terrifory . i~ : " '_, ‘ I g o T
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