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34 January, 2020 OFFICE oF THE PRESIDENT OF

THE SENATE

| The President of the Senate
| National Assembly Complex
= Three Arms Zone

Abuja

Dear Sir,

REQUEST BROUGHT PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 2011
FOR DETAILED INFORMATION ON THE BREAKDOWN OF THE PROPOSED
SPENDING OF THE N37 BILLION FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY COMPLEX

The above subject matter refers.

We write this request based on provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 2011, Section
1 states that notwithstanding anything contained in any other Act, law or regulation, the
right of any person to access or request information, whether or not contained in any written
form, which is in the custody or possession of any public official, agency or institution
howsoever described, is established. The Act also provides in Section 1(2) that an applicant
need not demonstrate any specific interest in the information being applied for. Section 2
of the also provides that a public institution shall ensure that its records and keeps its
information about all its activities, operations and businesses. And Section 3 provides that
an application for access to a record or information shall be made in accordance with Section
1 of the Act.

It is based on the above that we demand for a copy of the proposal, assessment, and
procedure employed by the National Assembly and or the FCDA in arriving at the N37billion
budget for renovation of National Assembly in the 2020 budget. it was widely conveyed In
media report that the National Assembly complex is to be renovated for N37 Billion Naira.
Premium Times! on the 18™ December 2019 in a report titled, “As it stands, Nigeria is poised
to spend more on renovating the National Assembly complex in Abuja than it would on
repairing federal roads across the country”. In order to aid proper appreciation of our
request kindly find below the extract of the report by Premium Times,

“As it stands, Nigeria is poised to spend more on renovating the National Assembly complex
in Abuja than it would on repairing federal roads across the country. In the 2020 budget
signed on Tuesday by President Muhammadu Buhari, the renovation of the National
Assembly complex is set to gulp #37 billion. Details of the spending were first given on
Monday by the Senate President, Ahmed Lawan, who said Mr. Buhari approved the amount
after lawmakers met with him to explain the poor condition of the legislature building in
Abuja. The plan to spend the equivalent of $100 million on repairing just one building at a
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Assembly votes that much for js own building, alf that js €armarked by the government for
Capital projects p y the Federg/ Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA ) — the agency saddied

are coming in and ajJy we got was N73billion, ~ pe Was quoted as sz ying. Federaf roads spen
32,980 km (17% of the nation’s roagd network of 194,000 km), according to the estimate

quoted by Mr. Fashola in October when he appeared before the Housz of Representatives
Committee on Works., Most of the roads are broken and require attention.

Allocation to renovate NASS Complex over the Years:



In like manner, the House of Representatives paid H and H Inter-Biz Services 850 million
for the renovation of jts committee rooms. This js notwithstanding another "painting of
committee rooms” project worth 846 million and awarded to Jagsul Nigeria Ltd. The lower

chamber also awarded N39 million for the replacement of public address system in jts
commitiee rooms to Dee Ex Associate Ltd.

one — at the National Hospital Abuja — is functional for cancer treatment. According to the
report, barring associated cosls such as the machine vault, treatment planning, oncology
Information system software, lasers, and other accessories, the most expensive linear
radiotherapy machines cost between $750,000 and $1.5million (between A228 million and
N457 million at the official rate of N305 to $1). If the most expensive type is bought for

A457 million, to equip each of the 21 federal teaching hospitals in the country with a

of three classrooms, a headmaster office and toilet at Ukpogo, Uhunmwode | GA of Edo

State, cost &15 million. At this rate, about five of these classrooms can pe constructed in
each of the 36 states of the fFederation....”

appropriately, for instance, the health Sector, educational sector and citizens who pay their
hard-earned resources as tax are made to die daily due to poor health infrastructures and
schemes, bad roads to name but a few. This request is to demand the need for the National
Assembly to reconsider this Propose allocation and focus on the fundamental needs of
electorates who have elected for service to the nation and not habiting a comfy office

With all these Pondering on our minds and the minds of Nigerians, we serve as voice to the
common man and hereby demand 3 detailed breakdown on the proposed plan for the N37
Billion earmarked for the renovation of the National Assembly office complex.

At HEDA Resource Centre, this request is founded on our mandate as a non-governmental
organization and non-partisan human rights and development league to protect and
Promote universally recognized human rights, accountability and environmental justice in
Nigeria and Africa, in accordance with international standards. And in our bid to

strengthening the course of accountability and transparency, we strongly believe this
Information will aid the Investigation being carried out by our organization.



Yours faithfully,

(e

Rebecca Davig (Miss)
Legal Officer

CC: The President of th

e Federal ke

Muhammady Buhari, GCFR

Aso Villa
Abuja

Pubiic of Nigeria






